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Membership Question 3:

Do you now promise and resolve, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy
Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?
“If I may put it that way, our Lord is like the dentists. You give him an inch, he will take an ell.” -C.S.
Lewis in Mere Christianity
1 John 1:5 - 2:6
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us. 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 3
And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 4
Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is
not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this
we may be sure that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the
same way in which he walked.

How are we sanctified? Is it by our effort?
We enjoy a new nature - we are in union with Christ, and our natures are no longer enslaved
to sin.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come.
2 Corinthians 5:17
17

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love
one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been born again, not of
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God.
1 Peter 1:22-23
22

God provides the Holy Spirit to enable us to change.
"For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power." II Timothy 1:7
"You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you" Acts 1:8
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23
“Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral
man sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?” 1 Corinthians
6:18-19
“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.” Galatians
5:16

D. What means does God use to sanctify us?
1. The Bible
2. Prayer

3. The Church.
4. ___ ___ ___ ___.
“We also rejoice in our afflictions, because we know that affliction produces endurance,
endurance products proven character, and proven character produces hope. This hope
will not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who was given to us.”
Romans 5:3-5
“You rejoice in this, though now for a short time you have had to struggle in various
trials so that the genuineness of your faith – more valuable than gold, which perishes
though refined by fire – may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.”
1 Peter 1:6-7
The encouragement of the body of believers in:
(1) _______________________________________.
(2) _______________________________________.
(3) _______________________________________.
(4) _______________________________________.
(5) _______________________________________.

